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Marta Caminero-
Santangelo

A candidate for the director’s position at OLLAS, Dr. Caminero-Santangelo earned 
a Ph.D. in English from the University of California, Irvine. She is a professor in 
the English Department and Interim Director of the Center for Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies at the University of Kansas. Her academic research in the field 
of 20th and 21st century U.S. Latina/o literary studies focuses on the conjunction 
between literature, group identity, and what we might call activism, or the ability to 
promote social change.
Dr. Caminero-Santangelo’s research interests more broadly involve the question of 
how litera ture interacts with the “real world.” She has published three books: “The 
Madwoman Can’t Speak: Or Why Insanity Is Not Subver sive” (Cornell UP, 1998);  
On Latinidad: US Latino Literature and the Construction of Ethnicity (UP Florida, 
2007); and most recently, “Documenting the Undocumented: Latina/o Narrative 
and Social Justice in the Era of Operation Gatekeeper” (UP Florida, 2016).

Stories of the 
Undocumented:  

Cultural Trauma and American DREAMers 

Tuesday, January 24, 2017 - 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm
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